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The
Boxer wants
to meet you.

In fact. the Boxer's strongest chasacteristic is his desire for human affection. This My COmE 9% @ surprise o thoss
at first impressed by his striking appearance, The spirited bearing, square Jiw and cleanly muscled body sugzest
the well-conditioned middleweight athlewe of dogdom so fining for his role of alert family guardion, Others, perhaps,
will first be taken by his arresting beauty. The short, smooth coat, handsomely chiselled head and square sithouedte
never fail fo excite compliments from passershy as he trots Jauntily by your side with neck arched. cropped ears
and sl Beld erect. Yet the Boser's greatest wish is 10 be with the children, watching profectively ever their play.

And =0 we se2 the Boxer as a “dog fior all seasons'—suiting the need fior Tousehold guardian. atirzetive walking
companion and. especially, children's playmate and protector,

Origin *“The Hunter" The Boser's backaround is found in feudal Germany. Here, & small, courageous
hunting dog with mastff tvpe head and undershot bate was used o secure a enacious hold on bull, bear a7 hoas
pending the hunters arival. He then went through periods of wility dog for peasams and shop-ewners. His easy
trainability even found him performing in circuses. In the 18800, descendants of this type were bred 1o a taller,
more elegant dag, often white in color, and the modern Bosxer was established.

Imported to America mainly after the frst World War, his popubarity really began in the lae 1930%, His appeal
in the show ring fed to four “Best in Bhow™ awinds ol prestigious Westminster between 1947 and 1970 —out of
ever one hundred Breeds i competition.



Character and Temperament

These are of paramount importance in the
Boxer. Instinctively a “hearing™ guard
dog, his bearing is alert. dignificd and self-
assured. In the show ring, his Behavior
should exhibit constrained animation. With
family and friends, his temperament 15
fundamentally playful. yet patient and
stodcal with children, Deliberate and wary
with strangers, he will exhibit curiosity
but, most importantly. fearless courage if
threatened, However, he resporads prompt-
Iy tor Iriendly overtures honestly rendered
His intellizence. loval affection amd trac-
tability to discipline make him a highlv
desireable companion.



Head—

The chiseled head impars w the Boxer @ unique
individieal sramp.

Expression—Intellgent and aler.

Lyes—Dark brown in color, nol oo small, e pro-
truding or 1o deep-set. Their mood-mirmering characer
combined with the wrinkling of the forehead, gives the
Baower head its unigoe quality of cxpressiveness,

Ears—5e1 al the lighes1 points of the sides of the 2kull
are cropped. ot ruther long and mpening, esed when
alert.

The beaury of (he head depends upon
harmonions proportion of muzzle to skull, The blunt
muezle is one-third the length of the head from the
ocipur 10 the tip of the nose, and two-thirds the width
of the skull. The head should be clean, not showing deep

& o toa Male wrinkles (wer). Wrinkles tvpically appear vpon the
Substance—Swrdy with balanced muesculiture. 2R forehead when ears are crect, and folds are always
Males larger bored than their female counterparts. present from the lower adge of the slop running doewnward

nit Btk sides of the mueele.



Skueti—The wp of the skull is slightly arched, nor rourd-
ed, fat nor noticeably broad. with the eccipul mot overly
proncunced. The forchead shows a slight indentagion
Between the eves and lormes o distinet stop with the topline
of the muzzle. The checks should be relatively flar and
not bulze (cheekiness), maintaining the clean lines of the
skull, and should taper into the muzzle ina slight, graceful
L.

Muzzle—The muzzle, proportionately developed in
length, width and depth. hus a shape influenced firs
through the formation of both jawbones. second throush
the placement of the teeth. und third through the exmre
of the lips. The top of the muezele shoald wor slant down
(downfaced), nor should 8 be concave (dishfzced);
hiragver, the tip of the nose should lie shghtlv higher than
the roof of the muele,

The nose should b brosd and black,

The uppear Jaw is broad where atzched o the shull and
maintains this breadth except for 1 very slight pering o
the feant, The lips, which complete the fornstion of the
mugzle, should mest evenly in front, The upper Lip is thick
and padded. filling out the frontal space created by the
projection of the lower jow. and [nterally is supported by
the canines of the lower jaw. Therefore, these canines must
stand far apart and be of good length so thar the front
surface of the muzzle is broad amd squarish and, when
viewed from the side, shows moderate lavback. The chin
should be perceptible from the side as well as from the
front,

Fermals



stzed. square built dog of good substance with shon hack,
strong limbs. and shor, tght-fiting coar. His well
developed muscles are clean, hand and appear smoath
under mul skin.

Neck, Topline, Body—Neck—Eound, of
ample length, musculsr and clean withour
exncessive hanging skin idewlap). The neck has
a dustinetly marked nape with an clegant arch
blending sanoothly into the withers.

Taplime—Smocnh, finm and slightly sloping,

Bodv—The chest is of fair width, and the
forechest well defined and visible from the
side. The brisket is deep, reaching down o
the elbows: The ribs. extending far to the rear,
are well arched bur not bareel shaped.

The back 15 short. strzighs and muscelar and
firmly connects the withers to the
hindquarters.

The loins are shor and muscular. The lower
stontach line 15 lightly tucked wp, blending into
a graceful curve e the rear. The croup is
slightly sloped, flat and broad. Tail s et high,
ducked and carvied vpaard. Pelvis long and
in females especially bonad,

Substance—Sturdy  with  balanesd
musculatarg, Males lzraer boned 1han their
female counierpans.

General Appearance—The idea! Boxer 35 3 medium-

In judging the Beer, first consideration % given o
gemeral appearance to which atractive color and arresting
style conribute. Next is overall balance with special a1-
tention devoted to the head, after which the individial body
companents are examined for their cormedt construction.,
and elficiency of gair is evaluated.



Hindqguariers
The hindquarters are strongly muscled
with angulation in balance with that of
the forequiarters,

The thighs are hroad and curved. the
breech musculature hard and strongly
developed, Upper and lower thigh long.
Leg well angulited at the stifle with a
clearly defined. well “lst down™ hock
deint, Viewed from behind, the hind legs
should be strvight with hock joints lean-
ing neither in nor out. From the side,
the leg below the hock (metamarsus)
should be almest perpendicular 1 the
ground. with  slight slope 1w the rear
permissible. The metatarsus should be
short. ¢lean and strong, The Boxer has
nee rear dewelaws,

Ferequarters

The shoulders ure long and slopina.
close-lying. und not excessively covered
with musele (loaded), The upper arm
15 long, approaching a right angle to the
shoulder blade, The clbows should nat
press o0 closely 1o the chest wall nog
stand off visibly from i,

The forclegs are long, straight and firm-
Iy muscled and when viewed fromm the
frant, stand parallel 10 cach other. The
pisstern is streng and distinet, shightly
slanting, but standing almost porpen-
dicular o the ground, The dewslaws
may b remuoved, Feet should be com.
Pact. wrning neither in nor out, with
well arched toes.



— Two-thirds
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Head

The beauty of the head depends upon
harmonious proportion of muzzle tw
skull. The blunt muezle is one-thind the
length of the head fraim the occiput 1o
the tp of the nose, and two-thirds the
width af the skull.
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Body—

Propartion—The body in profile is af
square proportion n that & horizomal
line from the front of the forechest o
the rear projestion of te wpper thigh
shxould equal the length of 2 vertical line
dropped from the wp of the withers 1o
the ground.

The chest is of fair width,
and the torechest well defmed and visi-
ble from the side. The brisket is deep,
reaching down 10 the elbows; the depth
e the Body st the lowest poine of the
brrisket equals half the height of the dog
at the withers.

Siee. Proporlion, Substance
Helpla—aduh males 220 0 2% iches;
fermles 21 10 23 inches at the withers.
Preferably, males slould not be under
the minimum nor lemales over the
g nwevgr, proper balance and
aualicy in the individozal should be of
prinaTy importanee since there Is o
size disqualificaton,



Bite—Ihe Boxer bite is undershos: the
lerwer jaw pretredes bevond the upper
and cerves slightly upward. The insisor
tweth of the Jower faw are in 2 straigh
line, with the caninges preferably up fron)
in the same line o give the Ji the
grearest possibile width. The upper ling
of incisors i slightly comvex with the
COFMEE UPPCT ingisors fiting snualy back
of the lower canine weeth on each side.

Six wpper inciior jweth
e shova Daf sever ar
EIRT are aocenialie
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Caait

Waewed fram the side, proper front and
rear angulation s manifested in @
smoeothly  efficient, level-backed,
ground covering stride with powerful
drive emanating from a freely operating
rear. Although the front legs do not
contribute impelling power, adequate
“reach” shounld be evident to prevent
imerfereneg, overlap or “sidewinding”
(crabbing). His movementss denole
energy. The gai is firm, ver ¢lastic, the
stride free and ground-covering. the
carriage prowd, Developed o serve as
guard . workinge amd companion doge. he
combines strength and agility  with
elegance and sivle,
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AMERICAN BOXER CLUB, INC.

VEMBER AMERICAN HENNEL CLUS

Offical Standard
for the

Boxer

published by
The American Kennal Club

General Appearance—The ideal Boxer i 3 mediin-
sized, square built dog of good substance with short
back, stromg limbs, and shon. tight-fitting coar. His well
developed muoscles are elean, hard and appesr amoath
under taut skin. His novements denote energy, The gair
is firm, yet elastic. the stiride free and ground-covering.
the carmage proud, Developed 10 serve as guard,
working and companion deg, he combines strenath and
agility with elegance and stvle. His ERPTCSSION % alert
and emperament steadfast and tracizhle,

The chiseled head imparts o the Boxer a unigue
individual stamp, It must be in correct proportion 1o
the body, The broad, blune muzzle is the distinctive
feature. and great value s placed upen its being of
proper form and balance with the skull.

In judging the Boxer, first consideration is given o
general appearance o which attractive color and
arresting style comtribure, Next is overall balance with
special attention devoted o the head, afier which the
medividual boddy components are examined for their cor-
rect construction, and efficiency of gait is evaluaed.

Size, Proportion, Substance— Height—Adult males
224 to 25 inches: females 21 to 231 inches ar the
withers. Preferably, males should not be under the
misimum nor emales over the maximum: however,
proper balance znd quality in the individual should be
of primary Smportance since there is no size
disqualification.

Froportion—The body in profile is of square propor-
tion i thal a horizontal line from the from of the
forechest to the rear projection of the upper thigh should
equal the length of a vertical line dropped from the top
of the withers w the ground,

Swhstanee—Surdy  with balanced  musculznre,
Males larger boned than their female COUNLEFpsIrts.

Head—The beauty of the head depends  wpon
hiarmonious propanion of murzle fo skull, The blune
muzzle is one-thind the length of the head from the
DCCIPUE B the dip of the nose. and rwo-thirds the widih
of the skull. The head should be clean, nor showing
deep wrinkles (wet). Wrinkles typically appear upon
the forehead when cars are erect) and falds ame alusrys
present from the lower edge of (he S0P running
downward on both sides of the muzzle.

E.‘l]'?-l‘e:.tsr'un—h]l.::i[lgem and alert,

£yes—Dark brown in calor, not 1o small, oo Pri-
truding or o decp-set. Their maod-mirroring
¢haracter combined with the wrinkling of the forehead,
gives the Boxer head its unique quality of
EXpressiveness,

Ears—5et at the highest points of the sides of (he
skull are cropped, cut rather long and tapering, raised
when alert.

Skull—The top of the skull is slightly arched, not
rounded. flat nor noticeably broad, with the oocipr
ned averly pronounced. The forehead shows a slight in-
dentalion betwesn the eves and forms o distinet stop
with the wopline of the muzzle. The cheeks should be
relatively flat and not bulgs (cheekiness), maintaining
the clean lines of the skoll, and should Laper inle the
muzzle in @ slight, graceful curve,

Muzzle—The muzzle, proportionately developed in
length. width and depth, has a shape influcneed first
threngh the formation of both jawbones, second through
the placement of the teeth, and third through the
texture of the lips. The top of the muzele should not
slant down {downfaced), nor should &t be concave
{dishfaced); however, the tip of the nose should lie
shightly higher than the root of the muzzle,

The nose should be broad and Black.

The upper jaw is broad where atached o the skull
and maintains this breadth except for 3 very slight
tapering to the front. The lips, which complete the for-
mation of the muzzle, should mest evenly in front. The
upper lip is thick and padded, filling out the frontal
space created by the projection of the lower jaw, and
laterally is supported by the canines of the lower jaw
Therefore, these canines must stand far apart angd be
of good length so that the front surface of the muzzle
is Broad and squarish and, when viewed from the side,
shows moderate lavback. The chin should be
perceptible from the side as well as from the front.

Hite—The Boxer bite is undershot; the lower jiw
prearudes beyond the wpper and curves slightly upward.
The incisor teeth of the lower jaw are ina straight line.
with the canings preferably up front in the same line
to give the jaw the greatest possible width, The upper
line of incisors 1s slightly convex with the comer
upper in¢isors fitting snugly back of the lower canine
teeth on each side. Fawlfis—Skull oo brogd.
Cheekingss, Wrinkling 1o doep (wet) or lacking (dry).
Excessive flews. Muzzle two light for skull. Too pointed
2 bite (snipy), too undershot, teeth or lemgue showing
when mouth closed. Eyes noticeably lighter than




Meck, Topline, Body—Neck—FRound. of ample
length. muscular and clean withour excessive hanging
skin fdewlapd. The neck has a distinctly marked nape
with an elegant arch blending smoohly into the withers.

Topiie—Smouth . firm amd slightly sloping.

Body—The chest is of fair width, and the foreches:
well defined and visible from the side. The brisker =
decp, reaching down w the elbows; the depth of the
body at the lowest point of the brisket cquals half the
height of The dog arn the withers, The nibs, extending
far 1o the rear. are well arched but not barrel shaped .

The Back is shoet, straght and muscular and fArmly
connects the withers w the hindgueaners,

The loins are short and muscular, The lower stomach
ling is hightly tweked up. blending imo & graceful curve
L the rear. The croup i slightly slaped, Tt and broad.
Tail is s¢t high, docked and carried upward. Felvis long
and in females especially broad. Faefts—Short heavy
neck. Chest oo browd, 1o narmow or hanging between
shoulders. Lack of forechest. Hanging siomach. Slab-
sided nib cage. Long or narrow loin, weak enion with
croup. Fulling off of erowp. Higher o rear than in fron.

Forequarters—The shoulders are long and sloping,
close-lying. &nd not excessively covered with muscle
{loaded). The upper arm is long, approaching a right
angle w the shoulder blade, The elbows should o
press feao closely to the chest wall ooz siand of T visibly
fron it

The forelegs are long, straight and fArmly muscled
and when viewed from the front. stund paralle] to cach
ober. The pastern @s strong and distinet, shghtly
slanting. but standing almost perpendicular 1w the
groued, The dewclivas may be removed. Feel should
be compact. trning neithar an onor ook, with well
arched wes, Fanlis—Loose or loaded shoulders, Tied
inor Dosad out elbows,

Hindguarters—The  hindguariers are stromgly
mseled with angulation m balance with that of the
forequarlers.

The thighs are broad and curved. the breech
musculiiure hard and strongly developald, Upper and
loswer thagh lomg, Loz well angulatsd at the stiffe with
i clearly defined. well “let dovwn™ Tack o, Viewesd
Trown bebiand . the hind legs should be strajaht with heck
joints leaning neither in nor oat. From e side. the
leg bl the bock (metatarsus) should be alios
perpendicular 1w the grownd, with a shight slope to the
reier permnissible. The metatarsus should be shoa, clean
and strong. The Boxer bas norear dewcliws. Faerdts—
Steep or over-angulated hindguarters. Light thighs or
overdeveloped hams. Over-angulated (sckle) hocks.
Hindquariers 1o far under or too far behind.

Cout—Short, shimy, Iving smooth aed ght @ the
Doy,

Color—The colors are fawn and brindle, Fuvn shades
vary from light tan to mahogany. The brindle ranges
from sparse, but clearly defined black stripes on a fewn
backeround., to such a heavy concentration of Dlack
striping that the essental fewn background color barely,
although clearly. shows through {which may creaic the
appearance of “reverss brandhineg ™1,

White markings should be of such distritaion as o
enhance the dop's appearance, bul may nol exceed one-
third of the entire coat. They are nol desirable on the
Manks or e the back of the terse proper. On the face,
white may replace past of the otherwise ssential black
miask and may extend in an upsard pazh between the
gviss, DUt it must mor Be excessive, soas o detnet Mrom
true  Boxer expression,  Fanlis—Unattractive  or
msplaced white markings. Disgualiffeattons—Boners
that are amy color cther than Gewn or brindle, Boxers
with 3 wdal of white markings exceeding onc-thind of
the emise coal.

Grait—Viewed from the side, proper front and rear
ungulation is manifested inoa smonthly efficient, level-
Backed, grownd covering stride with powerful drive
ennnaing from 4 freely oparanng rear, Although the
front legs do not comtribute impelling power, adequate
Ureach” should be oevidem w prgvent imerference,
overlapor sidewinding ™ (crabbing). ¥iewed from the
fromt. the shoulders should remain teim aed the elbows
not flare owr. The legs are parallel ontil gaiting
narrows the track in proponion o inereasing speed,
then the legs comé inunder the body but should never
cross, The line from the shoulder down though the
leg should remain stringhl althongh not necessarily
perpendicular o the ground. Viewed from the rear, a
Bomer's rump should not roll. The hind fioer should “dig
in” and rrack relaively troe with the front, Again. s
speed increascs, the normally beoad rear mack will
beeome narrower, Fowlts—3tiled or incfficient zair.
Lack of smoothness.

Character and  Temperament—These  are of
paramount importance in the Boxer. Instinctively a
“hearing” goard daog, his Bearng 15 ke, digaified and
self-assurd, In the show ring. his behavior should
exhibil constrained animanon, With fanuly and Mmierds.
his temperament is fundamenally playful, yer patiem
and spoical with chaldren, Dehberate and wary with
stramgerz, he will exhibit curiesity bor,  most
importandy, fearless courage if threatened. However,
fe responds promptly o friendly overres honestly
remdercd. His intelligences, loval affection and treceabili-
tv o discipline make him a highly desirable compamon,
Fawlts—lack of digmity and alertness, Shyness.

DISQUALIFICATIONS

Bavers gl ane e color siher than fass ar heindle,
foxers with & total of white markings eveceding pne
ihind of the eniire o,

Appraved March 14, 1955
Effective May 1, 1959
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Constructive suggestions by American Boxer Club members Mrs. Billie
McFadden and Dr. Theodore Fickes were most helpful and greatly

appreciated.

To make these sketches was my pleasure. I hope my efforts will aid in a greater
understanding of our Breed, THE BOXER.
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Coprright & 1991 by Eleanor Linderholm Woed., 8115 Kem Avenve, Gilroy, California 93020, All rights reserved.




